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What can ordinary people do in a time of crisis?

Thousands have been moved and inspired by

The Optimists

The Story of the Rescue of the Bulgarian Jews from the Holocaust
A film by Jacky and Lisa Comforty

Director: Jacky Comforty
Producers: Jacky and Lisa Comforty
Writers: Jacky and Lisa Comforty

Co-Winner of te Peace Prize,
Berlin International Film Festival

First Prize for "Documenting the Jewish Experience,"
Jerusalem International Film Festival

Winner, CINE Golden Eagle

Best Documentary, Hope and Dreams Film Festival

“A rare documentary . . . compact and elegant.”
- New York Times

“Uplifting documentary . . . fascinating story.”
- TV Guide

“A miraculous sharp movie.”
- Chicago Tribune

“Individuals triumph over odds in inspiring ‘Optimists’.”
- Chicago Sun Times

“Potent and gripping”
- Boston Globe

Sixty years ago, 50,000 Bulgarian Jews survived the Holocaust because Bulgarian Christians
helped defend them. The Optimists: The Story of the Rescue of the Bulgarian Jews from the
Holocaust tells the inspiring story of the many individuals who, each in his or her own way,
took action to foil the Nazis’ plans to send Bulgarian Jewry to concentration camps.

Yet another European Jewish community -- this one inheritors of the distinctive Sephardic culture
of the Jews of medieval Spain -- seemed destined for quick annihilation. But they were spared the
fate of most of Europe’s Jewry. The everyday heroes who made this miracle happen included
Christians and Muslims from all walks of life: business men, housewives, religious leaders,
trade unionists, educators, lawyers, doctors and other professionals, government officials, and
many others. Theirs is an especially compelling lesson for today’s world.

Running Time: 82 minutes Not Rated by the MPAA



The Optimists explores how different ethnic and religious groups stood by each other in Bulgaria
even during the Holocaust. Bulgaria's experience offers valuable insight into how people can
build bridges between different communities of different ethnic and religious backgrounds and, in
so doing, defend human and civil rights.

It is not only a Jewish story. It is a universal one, powerful in its ability to inform and inspire all
audiences.

Everyone is entitled to his own faith.
No one should violate the intimate,
spiritual life of another.

That's how I think now,

that'’s how I have thought in the past,
and if I live any longer,

that'’s how I’ll think then.

--Bishop Boris Kharalampiev,
Pazardjik, Bulgaria, who helped stop
the deportations of Jews from his city in 1943

The Optimists is a presentation of Comforty Media Concepts and the Chambon Foundation.

Produced by

Tel: 847-475-0791, comforty@comforty.com
www.comforty.com, www.theoptimists.com

Distributed bv

“This is a film that celebrates the human spirit. It offers hope that people of
different races and religions can learn to live together in peace.”
--Leora Eren Frucht, Jerusalem Post

The Optimists is a wonderful film. The title refers not only to a Bulgarian jazz band,
but to how the audience feels after watching such a moving testament to human
decency.”

-- Annette Insdorf, Director of Undergraduate Film Studies, Columbia University. Author
of "Indelible Shadows.: Film and the Holocaust".

“We were extremely moved and fascinated by your film - because of the chapter of
history it tells (which is still not so well known), because of the characters it
portrays, but also by the film as such and by its filmic quality.”

-- Ulrich Gregor, Director of The Forum for New Cinema, Berlin International Film
Festival.



The Optimists

On March 9, 1943, police arrived at the home of Jacky Comforty’s family in Bulgaria. This was to
be the beginning of the end, the start of the journey to Treblinka.

Rachel, Mimi, Aaron, and Rachimim Comforty in the weeks before their
scheduled deportation to Poland. Note Jewish star on Rachamim, right.

All was proceeding according to the plan drawn up several weeks earlier by Nazi Germany and its
Bulgarian allies. At gunpoint Jacky’s grandparents; his aunt, then fifteen years old; and his uncle, age
four, all marched to the deportation center set up at a neighborhood school. Jacky’s father, 22 at the
time, was not at home when the police came. He had already been interned in a near-by forced labor
camp.

The four Comfortys scheduled to depart for Poland that day were among the 8,500 Bulgarian Jews
targeted first for extermination. Just a few days before, 11,343 Jews from neighboring Greece and
Macedonia had gone to their deaths. They had all lived in Bulgarian-controlled territory “given” to
Bulgaria by Germany under the terms of the alliance pact between the two countries.

On March 10th, the Bulgarian Jews were brought to schoolyards and other gathering places around
Bulgaria to await transport to additional trains. They waited all day. And then, at the end of that day,
they were simply sent home.

Fifty thousand Jews lived in Bulgaria. Fifty thousand Jews didn’t die, because Bulgarian Christians
and Muslims found ways to protect them from their would-be murderers, even in defiance of their
own Nazi-allied government. The Optimists tells their story.

The purpose of this documentary project has been to explore how these different ethnic and
religious groups came to live together in peace in Bulgaria during the Holocaust, and to learn how
the lessons learned can be applied today.

In Bulgaria, both organized efforts and individuals made a difference. The Bulgarian Parliament,
Church, intellectuals, trade unions, professional guilds, and the Jewish community all helped defeat
the Nazis’ plans for mass deportations.

And the many individuals who helped left a legacy of rescue stories. They include:
* the deputy speaker of the Parliament who ruined his political career but successfully mobilized
Parliament members to stop the deportations

* the baker who hid Jews in his ovens

the judge who rescued his friend caught up in a transport of Greek Jews traveling by train through

Bulgaria

* the priest who pledged to board the train to Treblinka along with the Jews if they were deported

* the teacher who wore a Jewish star out of solidarity with her Jewish friends
and the many anonymous Christians who went before daybreak to wash away hateful anti-Semitic
slogans Nazis painted during the night on buildings in the capitol of Sofia



The History

In March, 1943, 8,500 prominent Jews in Bulgaria were to be the first from that country to be deported to
the death camp at Treblinka. Bulgaria was allied with Germany. They, like many other Jews in the
Balkans were “Sephardic,” a word which means “Spanish” in Hebrew and which conjures up the rich
traditions of the Jews dispersed from Spain at the time of the Inquisition of 1492. Most of their Sephardic
brethren did not survive the Nazi onslaught nearly 500 years later.

In that same month, the Bulgarian government deported and handed over to the Nazis 11,500 Jews from
Bulgarian-occupied Thrace and Macedonia. And yet, after waiting several hours at deportation centers, the
first targeted Bulgarian Jews were simply told to go home.

Ultimately, despite Nazi pressures, the entire Jewish community of Bulgaria was spared the Holocaust.
Theirs was the only Jewish community to survive intact in Nazi Europe. Fifty-thousand people survived
because Bulgarian Christians and Muslims found ways to protect their Jewish friends and neighbors.
Individuals and organizations made a difference. Ordinary people stood up for their Jewish friends and
neighbors. The Church, certain Bulgarian Parliament members, trade unions, professional guilds, and the
Jewish community itself all helped defeat the Nazis' plans for mass deportations and the Bulgarian
governments eager attempts to fulfill those plans.

Viewers of this film come away with a heightened sense of how individuals can make a difference and
can change the course of history. It highlights the importance of personal responsibility, religious and
ethnic tolerance, and human and democratic values. Thousands of viewers around the world from all
religious, ethnic and cultural backgrounds have been moved and inspired by the great act of humanity
which lies as the heart of this story.

The Search

Jacky Comforty is an award winning filmmaker and the son of Bulgarian Jews; his paternal grandparents
and extended family were among those rounded up for the train ride to Treblinka. He has long been
determined to tell the story of the Bulgarian Jews, and their rich Sephardic heritage, and to do so before
those who lived it have passed away.

Sweeping changes in Eastern Europe finally made possible exhaustive, ground-breaking research in
Bulgaria. Mr. Comforty, along with his wife and co-producer, Lisa Vogel Comforty, spent four months in
1990 filming in Bulgaria, Israel, and Spain. Their film is based on materials collected there.

Their collection includes 160 hours of interviews and on-location documenting of communities, social
events, landscapes, and other scenes; 5,000 photographs of pre-war and war-time Jewish Sepharadic life in
Bulgaria; and hours of rare archival film footage, sound recordings, documents, and artifacts.

Before the Comfortys began their original research, few others had interviewed Bulgarian Jews or
otherwise documented their experience and heritage. Few photographs of Bulgarian Jewry were formally
collected. The Comforty Collection, as it is known at the United State Holocaust Museum, contains about
5,000 photographs of Bulgarian Jewish life from the turn of the century through World War II. The
Comfortys discovered about 2,000 photos upon the death of Jacky Comforty’s grandmother, Rachel
Comforty, who had hidden them in shoe boxes in her Jaffa apartment over the course of forty years.
Rachel had carried most of these photographs with her when she emigrated from Bulgaria to Israel in
1949. She had carefully kept them throughout World War II in Bulgaria, carried them with her on a
rickety boat to Israel, and then kept them with her in the tents she lived in refugee camps when she first
arrived in Israel.

The photos required intensive preservation efforts. Much of the Comfortys’ work over the past several years
has consisted of cleaning, properly storing, identifying, organizing, and digitally archiving the photos,
preparing them for museum archiving and exhibition.

The even greater miracle, of course, is that Bulgarian Jewry escaped the fate suffered by all other Jewish
communities in Nazi-allied and occupied Europe. But fifty-eight years have passed since this chapter in
Holocaust history and the reasons the Jews were saved, and the very fact itself, remain obscure.



An Example for Today

The Bulgarian Jewish experience provides a model for peaceful coexistence of disparate peoples. During
World War 11, individuals made a difference, as did organized efforts by many groups. However, Bulgarian
Jews, Christians and Moslems have lived together harmoniously in Bulgaria for millennia. The subject offers
valuable insight into what conditions encourage the protection of human rights, civil liberties, and tolerant
relations between people of different religions and cultures. It is not simply a Jewish story. It is a universal
one, powerful in its ability to instruct and inspire all audiences.

The Comfortys’ goal is to bring this story to public attention. Their purpose is to heighten appreciation of
the potential for human good reflected in this chapter of Holocaust history and to explore how that
potential came to be fulfilled. Both current and future generations are, and will always be, in need of such
examples. The Bulgarian experience should not be allowed to drift into obscurity. It should remain, along
with other instances of rescue, at the forefront of understanding about the Holocaust. The Optimists helps
to build awareness about a time and place in which the relentless evil of the Holocaust was, in large
measure, vanquished by common decency and uncommon courage.

The Optimists is a presentation of Comforty Media Concepts and the Chambon Foundation, a non-

profit educational foundation established by filmmaker Pierre Sauvage. The Chambon Foundation, is
named in honor of the French village of Le Chambon; in the area of Le Chambon, 5,000 Jews were
sheltered during the Holocaust by 5,000 Christians. This story that was the subject of Sauvage's highly
acclaimed documentary "Weapons of the Spirit" The Chambon Foundation is dedicated to documentary
exploration of the Holocaust and to communicating "the necessary lessons of hope intertwined with the
Holocaust's unavoidable lessons of despair."

Jacky Comforty’s grandfather, Jacques Ovadia, and his beloved radio.
Just before it was confiscated. The radio was their most important means
of knowing what was happening in the war. Sofia, Bulgaria; 1941



The Optimists:
The Story of the Rescue of the Bulgarian Jews from the Holocaust

Credit List

Director
Jacky Comforty

Writers
Jacky and Lisa Comforty

Producers
Jacky and Lisa Comforty

Co- Producers
Gail Sonnenfeld
Stefan Sonnenfeld

Editors
Jacky Comforty
Lissa Oliver

Camera
Yoav Ben David (Israel)
Ivan Varimezov (Bulgaria)
Sid Lubitsch (USA)

Sound
Moshe Lubliner (Israel)
Boby Voinishki (Bulgaria)
Ehran Ostreicher (USA)

Music
Stuart Rosenberg

Special Advisors
Mr. Nir Baruch
Dr. Moshe Mosek

Funded in part by grants from:
Simon Wiesenthal Center
The Maurice Amado Foundation
Illinois Humanities Council
Israeli Ministry of Trade
Evanston Arts Council
The Gloria F. Ross Foundation
Lawyers for the Creative Arts

The Optimists is a presentation of
Comforty Media Concepts &
Chambon Foundation.

Copyright © 2003
Jacky and Lisa Comforty.
All rights reserved.



JACKY COMFORTY

Filmmaker, Producer, Distributor, Social Entrepreneur

jacky_comforty@comforty.com

www.comforty.com

Background

Award-winning filmmaker; multimedia and new-media creator and producer. Specializes in customized
documentaries, educational and instructional programs for professional and educational application.

Jacky Comforty is multi-skilled, multidisciplinary, multicultural, and multilingual. He has worked for over 35
years creating films and videos in the United States, Germany, Israel, and Bulgaria.

A social-educational entrepreneur whose programs teach, empower, and inspire learning and help training,
community-building and outreach activity. His leadership, dedication and integrity have brought international
experts and renowned academics to support his endeavors and initiatives.

Over the last 30 years, Jacky Comforty has specialized in two main subjects. His work has been groundbreaking
in the fields of Inclusive Education and Holocaust Studies. He is particularly known for his work on the rescue
of the Bulgarian Jews from the Holocaust. He is curator and owner of a large photographic, film, and audio
archives of historical and scholarly significance to Holocaust Studies and of smaller collections about early
childhood education, peace education, and history.

Jacky Comforty is the creator/producer and distributor of the best-selling Inclusion Series that helped
implement inclusive practices in U.S. school districts and is used in hundreds of universities around the
country. He is the creator of educational programs for notable U.S. universities and institutions and for
collaborative work with diverse scholars and disciplines. See, e.g., www.inclusionseries.com.

Mr. Comforty is director, co-producer, and editor of the award winning film The Optimists, which tells the
story of the Bulgarian Jews and their survival during WWII: www.theoptimists.com.

Mr. Comforty commands a range of genres, from documentaries to comedies. He is known for the effective,
sensitive, interviewing techniques he has developed for oral histories and other projects requiring on-camera
discussions that are genuine, meaningful, and in-depth.

Mr. Comforty opened his educational media company, Comforty Media Concepts, Inc., in 1987. His
production company is well equipped with multi-format, full scale, state-of-the-art design and production
technologies, video editing, and other post-production capabilities.

His sharp analytical skills, rich artistic range yet minimalistic and effective approach, knowledge of world
history and cultures, and expertise in media technologies provide a powerful foundation for achieving creative


http://www.inclusionseries.com/
http://www.comforty.com/
http://www.inclusionseries.com/
http://www.theoptimists.com/
http://www.theoptimists.com/

goals. His ability to work with diverse kinds of professionals and scholars on multidisciplinary projects and his
ability to provide an overarching vision lead projects that involve multi-cultural, multi-disciplinary sensitivities
and provide documentation, archiving, publication, and distribution expertise.

Jacky Comforty creates original, customized solutions for all clients or projects, including video programs,
media installations, and high-end content for museums, publishers, universities. Educated at Tel Aviv and
Ben-Gurion Universities in film and television and classical history, Mr. Comforty speaks and lectures in
English, Hebrew, German, and Bulgarian.

Mr. Comforty’s video work and media installations have been displayed in major museums in the United
States; 54 hours of his oral histories are archived with the United States Holocaust Museum and the Simon
Wiesenthal Museum of Tolerance.

His independent documentary work has received numerous awards in major international film festivals and his
work has been screened in over 100 cities worldwide. He is a popular speaker whose after-screening
presentations include lively question-and-answer sessions with audiences.

In recent years, he has focused on media education and documentation of best practices in the fields of
inclusive education and early childhood education in Israel and Bulgaria. He has led initiatives to support
Bulgarian early childhood education and research.

Awards and Grants
® 2016 Production grant from the Smithville Foundation for The Quest for Best
2016 Production grant from the Starseed foundation for www.earlychildhoodmedia.com
2015 Initial grant from the Starseed foundation for www.earlychildhoodmedia.com
2015 Preservation grant by the Eugene & Emily Grant Family Foundation for The Comforty Archives.
2002 Artist-in-Residence in Berlin, DAAD fellowship.
2002 Communicator Award, In the Shadow of Memory.
2001 Co-Winner of the Peace Prize and Honorable Mention at the International Forum of New Cinema Berlin
International Film Festival, The Optimists.
2001 CINE Golden Eagle, The Optimists.
2001 Best Documentary, Hope and Dreams Film Festival, The Optimists.
2000, First Prize, Jerusalem Film Festival, The Jewish Experience, The Optimists.
1999 Karlovy Vary film Festival, In the Shadow of Memory.
1998 CINE Golden Eagle, In the Shadow of Memory.
1998 Fellowship, Memorial Foundation for Jewish Culture
1998 Finalist, Jerusalem Film Festival, In the Shadow of Memory.
1997 CINE Golden Eagle, Through A Glass, Lightly.
1997 Gold Hugo, (Chicago International), Step by Step: Heather’s Story.
1997 Bronze Apple, National Educational Media, Through A Glass, Lightly.
1996 Cultural Fund Grant, Evanston Arts Council
1995 First Prize, Arts: Artists, AAM Muse Awards, Through A Glass, Lightly.
1994 Production Grant, lllinois Humanities Council
1993 Media Award, Illinois-TASH for The Inclusion Series.
1993 Major Production Grant, Maurice Amado Foundation, The Optimists.



http://www.earlychildhoodmedia.com/
http://www.earlychildhoodmedia.com/

Selected Film and Video Projects

2016-17 earlychildhoodmedia.org a new video documentation resource of early childhood education
in Bloomington Indiana, to support training and learning for the global early childhood education community.
The site has over 500 video clips and movies, and interviews.

2015 edu-media-bg.com a new video resource to support training and learning for the early
childhood education community in Bulgaria. The site has over 300 video clips and movies, articles, lectures and
interviews.

2014 Inclusionseries.org a new video resource to support training and learning about a variety of

educational and human issues. The site has some 700 video clips.

2013 BALKAN JAZZ. Comforty Media Concepts. A documentary about two musician brothers and
their friends, and how music, war, and luck and survival shaped their lives.

2011 EDUCATORS' TOOLBOX. Sofia University and Comforty Media Concepts. Workshop with K-12
teachers about media literacy and classroom usage of media for education, communication, and
documentation.

2010 THE FUTURE IS NOW. Tufts University, Sofia University, and Comforty Media Concepts.
Strategic plan for an Early Childhood Development Center in Sofia, Bulgaria, and a major documentation and
research project focused on Best Practices in early childhood education in the United States and in Reggio
Emilia, Italy.

2010 TEACHER STEREOTYPES. Sofia University department of continuous Education. A new media
projects comprised of interviews with teachers, directors, parents, students, and experts about teaching and
being a teacher.

2009 MISIKUN LESIKUY. Comforty Media Concepts, Ashalim JDC Israel. A two-year documentary
project about an inclusion program of toddlers with special needs in a day care center in Ashkelon, Israel.

2008 INCLUSIVE EDUCATION: THE VARNA EXPIRIENCE. Comforty Media Concepts. Educational
documentary about inclusive education of all children into school and community. For an International
Educational Conference organized by the City of Varna, Bulgaria, October 2008.

2008 THIS IS MY BODY and TESTIMONY. Comforty Media Concepts, Ashalim JDC Israel. Two
videos about people with disabilities who were victims of sexual abuse and exploitation.

2007 PENKA'S SCHOOL OF LOVE. Comforty Media Concepts. A short educational documentary about a
pioneer of early childhood education in Bulgaria. For the Fourth International Conference on Children and



Adults, Adults and Children” organized by the Elisabeth Clarke and Penka Kassabova Association, Sofia,
Bulgaria, and it's chair, Dr. Rayna Zaharieva, PhD.

2005 FRIENDSHIP. Comforty Media Concepts/Inclusion Press International. Educational
documentary about the importance of friendship in the inclusion of children into community, society and
school.

2001 THE OPTIMISTS. Comforty Media Concepts/The Chambon Foundation. Independent

documentary about the rescue of Bulgarian Jewry from the Holocaust. Peace Prize winner at the Berlin
International Film Festival and First Prize for “Documenting the Jewish Experience,” the Jerusalem
International Film Festival 2000.

2000 INCLUSION HIGH. Comforty Media Concepts/Chicago Public Schools. Documentary about
the inclusion of students from 60 nations one Chicago high school.

1998 IN THE SHADOW OF MEMORY. Comforty Media Concepts/The Collected Image. A
documentary about living in the aftermath of Lidice, the Catholic Czech town destroyed by the Nazis during
World War |l for alleged Resistance collaborations. Funding made possible by Chambon Foundation. CINE
Golden Eagle, 1998. Karlovy Vary Film Festival, Jerusalem International Film Festival, Communicator Award,
Bronze award.

1996 THROUGH A GLASS, LIGHTLY: THE ARTISTS COMMENT ON RECLAMATION AND
TRANSFORMATION. Terra Museum of American Art, Chicago, IL. About the lives and work of three
outsider-artists who collect what others discard, turn it into sculpture and paintings, and, through art, teach
inner city youth to appreciate and care for their surroundings. 1997 CINE Golden Eagle; 1995 First Prize, Arts:
Artists Category, American Association of Museums Muse Awards; 1995 Bronze Apple, NEMN.

1995 UNITED STATES HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM. 54 hours of oral histories conducted with
Bulgarian Jews and 58 photos from the Comforty Collection of over 5,000 photos for permanent archiving
and future use in museum exhibitions.

1995 ST. LOUIS HOLOCAUST MUSEUM . 30 Hour oral history project. Historical research, archival
photo, and film research. Five videos and eight audio programs and their integration into this museum
dedicated to Holocaust education.

1992 THE FULL CIRCLE: Excerpts from Survivors’ Stories. A video programs integrated in the
permanent exhibit of the Herbert Hoover Presidential Library and Museum. Excerpts from oral histories with
individuals who benefited from Hoover’s famine relief efforts during the two World Wars, interwoven with
archival film footage and photographs.

1991-1997 THE INCLUSION SERIES. Gold Hugo (Chicago International Film Festival), 1993 Media Award
for Contributions to People with Severe Disabilities granted by lllinois-TASH (The Association for Persons
with Severe Handicaps, a leading, nation-wide advocacy organization.), for The Inclusion Series. This 10 tape
best-selling series is distributed to educational institutions nation-wide and internationally by Comforty Media
Concepts.



Inclusion Series: Best-Selling Programs

1996 Step by Step: Heather’s Story. 65-minute documentary video for parents and educators about
inclusion over time. This video provides a two-year, longitudinal look at a little girl with Down Syndrome who
progresses from special education classroom to neighborhood school. 1997 Gold Hugo.

1993 Families, Friends, Futures. 23-minute documentary video for general audiences about the need for
inclusion of young people with disabilities into both school and community.

1992 Inclusion: Issues for Educators. 20-minute documentary video addressing inclusion from the
perspective of teachers and administrators.

1991 Choices. 30-minute documentary video profiling four individuals with disabilities and their inclusion
into regular classrooms.

Publications:

e Humanistic approach to working with children with special educational needs / an example of a day
care center in the town of Ashkelon, Israel / for Conference on Early Childhood Education at Sofia
University "St. Kliment Ohridski", 2009. With Associate Professor Rayna Zaharieva, PhD.

e Inclusion of children with special educational needs in US schools, the "Management of secondary
education" issue 5, 2008, pp. 67-74. With Associate Professor Rayna Zaharieva, PhD.

® Issues concerning teachers about inclusion of children with special educational needs in American
schools, s.258-263. For the international conference "Humanity and pragmatism in education for the
XXI Century", Varna, 2007. With Associate Professor Rayna Zaharieva, PhD

e Including children with special educational needs — the experience in the American schools. Online
magazine "E-learning", June 2006/2007g., P 27-44. With Associate Professor Rayna Zaharieva, PhD.

e MEDIA EDUCATION AND MEDIA LITERACY — manual for teachers on understanding media critically and
using new and old media in the classroom and and as a good tool.



The Optimists

Rachamim Comforty and his

“two wives.” His first wife was

Rosa (left). Her sister, Rachelle (right),
became his second wife when Rosa
died.

Dupnitza, Bulgaria; 1920

The Optimists

The Comfortys, minus one.

Jacky Comforty’s paternal grandfather
and his family just before they were to be
deported to concentration camps:
Rachelle, Mimi, Aaron, and Rachamim
Comforty. At home in Plovidv, Bulgaria.

Not in picture: Bitush, Jacky’s father,
who was interned in a forced labor camp.

Note Jewish star on Rachamim.
March, 1943.

The Optimists

Mother and child: Thracian Jews
deported through Bulgaria in March,
1943.

They and all those deported with them
were murdered shortly after this picture
was taken.

Copyright © 2003 by Jacky and Lisa Comforty.
All rights reserved.
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The Optimists

Sisters: Jacky Comforty’s mother, Ika,
and her sister, Vicki.

The sun is reflecting off Ika’s Jewish star.

Photo taken after they and other Sofia
Jews were exiled to the provinces.

Pleven, Bulgaria; 1943.

The Optimists

Jewish wedding party, circa early 1920’s.
Jacky Comforty’s grandfather,
Rachamim Comforty, is the third on the
right.

Rachelle Beracha Comforty is seated at
the far end.

The Optimists

Jewish laborers in a Bulgarian forced
labor camp near Greek border. 1942.

Jacky Comforty’s father is first on the
right.

Copyright © 2003 by Jacky and Lisa Comforty.
All rights reserved.
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The Optimists

Bishop Boris Kharalampiev,
Bishop of Pazardijik, Bulgaria, who

helped stop the deportations of
Jews from his city in 1943.

The Optimists

The Optimists in concert, Sofia, 1940.

Niko Nissimov, first from Right.

The Optimists

Rubin Dimitrov, Baker, Bulgaria

Mr. Dimitrov hid Jews in the ovens of
his bakery during a police raid in Sofia,
in May 24 1943,

Mr. Dimitrov is one of 15 Bulgarians
recognized by Yad Vashem as
"Righteous Among the Nations."

Copyright © 2003 by Jacky and Lisa Comforty.
All rights reserved.



Every one is moved and inspired by

The Optimists

“Arare documentary . . . compact and elegant.”
- Dana Stevens, New York Times

“Uplifting documentary . . . fascinating story.”
- Ken Fox, TV Guide

“A miraculous sharp movie.”
- Patrick Z. McGavin, Chicago Trlbune

“Individuals triumph over odds in inspiring ‘Optimists’.
- Hedy Weiss, Chicago Sun Times

“Potent and gripping. ... an extraordinary set of circumstances”
- Sarah Madsen Hardy, Boston Globe

“As a human sentiment, it's touching to behold.”.
- James Crawford, Village Voice

“Arare instance of humanity during the Holocaust.”
- Chad Frade, Time Out New York

“This film celebrates the human spirit.
It offers hope that people can learn to live together in peace.”
- Leora Frucht, The Jerusalem Post

“A must see documentary . . . . memorable”
- Masha Leon, Forward

“A moving tribute to moral courage”
- George Robinson, Jewish Week

“Spellbinding. . . A message of inspiration and hope.”
- Bruce Ingram, Pioneer Press.

“The message is so powerful . . . one of the best films of the year.”
- George O. Singleton, www.ReelMovieCritic.com

“‘Engaging documentary . . . moving and heartwarming”
- The NYC Movie Guru

“The Optimists is a wonderful film . . . a moving testament to human decency.”

- Annette Insdorf, Author of “Indelible Shadows: Film and the Holocaust.”

“ A powerful and heartwarming story which deserves to be seen and discussed.

- Rabbi Peter Knobel, Beth Emet, The Free Synagogue.




Che New 1ork Times

Published: October 21, 2005

“A Rare Documentary . . . Compact and Elegant”

_Tales of Survival During the Second World War

By DANA STEVENS - New York Times

It's a rare documentary about the Holocaust that would dare call itself "The Optimists." But in
addition to being the name of a 1940's jazz ensemble founded by a man interviewed in the film,
the title is oddly fitting for this chronicle of the Bulgarian Jews' near-miraculous survival of the
Second World War.

The Bulgarian Jewish population was one of the very few in Europe to survive the Holocaust
almost untouched. In 1943, 8,500 Jews, among them the family of the film's director, Jacky
Comforty, were rounded up and escorted to schoolyards and other sites around the country to
await deportation to Treblinka. But for reasons that remain unclear, after waiting all

day, the entire group was sent home.

Even as the government of occupied Bulgaria signed sinister compromises with the Nazis
(including a pact allowing its Jewish citizens living in other occupied countries to be sent to
death camps), Bulgarians, Christian and Muslim, rose up to protest the persecution, somehow
managing to delay the deportation of Jews long enough for the war to come to an end.

The director, who also served as producer along with Lisa Comforty, his wife, spent 12 years
compiling the archival clips and photographs that make up this compact and elegant film.

The Optimists: The Story of the Rescue of the Bulgarian Jews From the Holocaust

Opens today in Manhattan.

Directed by Jacky Comforty; written and produced by Jacky and Lisa

Comforty; directors of photography, Yoav Ben David, lvan Varimezov and Sid Lubitsch;

edited by Jacky Comforty and Lissa Oliver; music by Stuart Rosenberg; released by Castle Hill.
At the Quad Cinema, 34 West™8treet, Greenwich Village.

Running time: 82 minutes. This film is not rated.
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"The Optimists" is a simple film, as much family memoir as
documentary. But the story it tells is as significant as it is little
known: how the people of Bulgaria rose up in 1943 and saved
the country's Jews from deportation to the death camps of
World War II.

Android now has 72% of
smartphone market

Completed several years ago, "The Optimists" (named after a
jazz band of the period with Jewish members) is playing in
Los Angeles now because of an exhibition at UCLA's Hillel
Center titled "Bulgaria and the Holocaust: The Fragility of

Rainey: Romney's
misperception of 'gifts’

Review: Bella is on a tear in "Twilight'

finale Goodness." Whatever the reason, this is a tale well worth

telling.

Directed by Jacky Comforty, whose family was among those

saved, "The Optimists" reveals the sequence of events that Most Viewed

kept all 49,000 of Bulgaria's Jews out of the camps. The heart

of the reason is that for generations Bulgarian Jews, Muslims 'Anna Karenina' review: Joe Wright's artifice
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Boris of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church says with feeling, "it
is criminal to impose religious beliefs on your fellow man."

VIDEO| The Envelope Screening Series: 'The
Sessions'

'Anna Karenina' review: Joe Wright's Once World War II began, Bulgaria's rulers signed an alliance
artifice overshadows actors with Germany, which meant among other things that Jews
were conscripted into forced labor camps inside the country

and were forced to wear yellow stars.

But when word leaked out that 8,500 Jews had been rounded
up early on the morning of March 10, 1943, and placed on

: . trains destined for the concentration camp Treblinka, their
Review: 'HoyMotors' takes an eerie non-Jewish fellow countrymen made their voices heard.

ride through identity Dimitar Peshev, the deputy speaker of the National Assembly,

risked his career and his life by organizing a letter signed by
43 deputies denouncing the deportations and insisted to the
country's interior minister that they be stopped.

Similarly, Patriarch Cyril, head of the Bulgarian Orthodox
Church, said he would be deported along with the Jews if the
Review: 'Barrymore' a showcase for order stood. By the end of the day, amazingly, all the Jews
Christopher Plummer who'd been rounded up were released.

See more stories > PHOTOS: Celebrities by The Times

"The Optimists" is filled with first-person testimony from

Jews who were saved and non-Jews who saved them, people
like Rubin Dimitrov, a baker who hid Jews in his ovens and says simply, "a true human being is
obliged to help." As a rescued Jew says with emotion at the film's conclusion, "to be a Bulgarian is to
be a mensch.”

kenneth.turan@latimes.com

'The Optimists'

No MPAA rating

Running time: 1 hour, 22 minutes

Playing: At Laemmle's Music Hall, Beverly Hills and Town Center 5, Encino
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OPTIMISTS, THE
Jacky Comforty, 2000

Our rating: * * * 4
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King Boris IIT with Adolf Hitler

REVIEW

Sofia's saints

Jacky Comforty's unexpectedly uplifting
documentary about the plight of Bulgarian Jews
during the Holocaust begins with an all-too-familiar
scenario. In the early morning darkness of March 10,
1943, all the Jews in the Bulgarian town of Pazardjik
were roused from their beds, ordered to pack a few of
their belongings and marched at gunpoint to a
schoolyard to await deportation. Bulgaria had allied

itself with Germany's Nazi regime, and Bulgarian Desperate
Jews living in Nazi-occupied territories such as Housewives -
Greece and Macedonia had already been rounded up The Complete
and sent to death camps at Auschwitz and Treblinka. Teri Hatcher
But something totally unexpected happened to New $38.99!
Pazardjik's Jews: Instead of being packed into trains The L Word -
that would transport them to their deaths, they were gz%m‘z:&
simply sent home after an agonizing, day-long wait. Jennifer Beals
In the coming months, Bulgaria's 50,000 Jews, New $48.99!

including Comforty's family, were miraculously
saved. But why? Digging deep into the past,
Comforty tells the fascinating story of Christian and
Muslim citizens who refused to abandon their friends
and neighbors, even after their government instituted
anti-Semitic laws similar to Germany's and made it
clear that it was willing to sacrifice Jews to their
fates. Comforty outlines the roots of this age-old
camaraderie — bonds cemented in the egalitarian
language of the country's 1879 constitution — then
tells a number of inspiring stories of rescue and
extraordinary courage. The vice president of the
Bulgarian parliament demanded the deportations be
postponed; a humble baker hid Jews in his bread
ovens. The bishop of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church
threatened to join his friends on the trains if any of
Pazardjik's Jews were deported. Ten thousand
demonstrators who had gathered in Sofia, Bulgaria's
capital, rioted when they learned that the city's Jews
were to be sent north to Poland and Germany. This is
the rare Holocaust documentary that ends on an
optimistic note, and Comforty's film might even help
reinforce one's faith in humankind, even as it begs
the troubling question of why such courage and
resistance was in short supply in other European
countries. — Ken Fox

TV GUIDE SPOT

Lost - The
Complete First
Season
Matthew Fox
New $38.99!

Friends - The
Complete
Tenth Season
Lisa Kudrow
New $29.24!

102427005 10:4R AM



11/12/12 Los Angeles : The Optimists

| | | o | oo |

Film

| | || || | | FILM °‘| | || | - |Searoh
FILM HOME | SHOWTIMES | FILM FESTIVALS | FILM NEWSLETTER | GET MOBILE | FREE STUFF BEEE

Find capsule reviews, showtimes & tickets for all fims in town.

The Optimists [ Search by Movie Title

[ Search by Theater Name

“r

v

There's much to admire in The Optimists, a lean,
engrossing documentary about the persecution of Keywords [ Search )
Bulgaria's Jews during the Holocaust and the ways in

which their multicultural, poly-religious community - -
(Jews, Muslims, and Christians lived side by side) rallied Mﬂ\"e ne"a“s

to save them. One moment in particular resonates in the Genre: Drama

present. An elderly Christian bishop, after detailing how Release Date: 2001-02-08 Limited, 2005-10-
the various communities harmoniously coexisted for 21 Limited

centuries before the Nazis arrived, explains his own Running Time: 83 min.

beliefs and teachings: "It is criminal to impose your Director: Jacky Comforty

spiritual beliefs on your fellow man." With great economy | Producers: Jacky Comforty, Lisa Comforty
but never skimping on detail, co-directors Jacky and Lisa | Writers: Jacky Comforty, Lisa Comforty
Comforty outline how their ancestors were driven out of Distributor: Castle Hill Productions

Spain before settling in Bulgaria, bringing with them the

Spanish language and elements of Spanish culture, as Join My Voice Nation for free stuff, film info & more!
well as Jewish traditions, all of which they retained as they settled into and absorbed the traditions of
Bulgaria. The conscious decision was made to melt into Bulgarian culture in order to stave off a repeat of
past Jewish exiles. For years, it worked, but with the rise of Nazism and a Bulgarian government that was
enmeshed economically with Germany, the safety net was dangerously frayed. The beauty of The
Optimists (the title is taken from the name of the jazz band one of the subjects formed in 1937) is in
various subjects recounting how non-Jewish friends rose up as protectors. The lesson of the film is the
way it illustrates how the monstrous and the sublime, the best and worst of human nature are in a
constant tango and what we might all learn from the past.
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Tracking Shots

"The Optimists'

by James Crawford

October 18th, 2005 2:00 PM

Less documentary than expansive memoir, Jacky Comforty's The Optimists filters
stock footage and official history through personal recollection—it's a way of
expressing what we might call survivor's disbelief. In World War Il, as Europe's
conquered nations sent their Jewish citizens to concentration camps, Bulgaria's
population of 50,000 Jews miraculously escaped execution. Comforty, a survivor's
grandson, asks, "What was it about Bulgaria that allowed our parents' and
grandparents' generations to survive, and our generation to be born?" He interviews
survivors who awaited deportation only to be sent back, helpless witnesses of those
government roundups, and most poignantly, a surviving member of the Bulgarian
Orthodox church whose civil disobedience saved thousands of lives. Amid the
voluminous recollections, a novel thesis emerges: Bulgarian compassion and religious
tolerance, tempered by a half-century-long Turkish occupation, staved off tragedy.
Questionable as a theory of history, but as a human sentiment, it's touching to
behold.
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Holocaust Documentaries Move Toward
the Personal
By ANNETTE INSDORF

Among the growing number of films that deal with the Holocaust, a sub-genre of
personal documentaries has emerged. One of the best examples is "The Optimists: The
Story of the Rescue of the Jews of Bulgaria," which the New York Jewish Film Festival
presents January 22 and 23 at the Walter Reade Theater. As in other films of return, a
child of survivors journeys with a camera not only into Europe but into the past.

In these riveting documentaries, the director goes back to the scene of the crime, or of the
rescue. Some are investigative, such as Mira Hamermesh's "Loving the Dead" (1991) and
Pavel Lozinski's "Birthplace" (1992), in which the subjects attempt to find out how their
Polish-Jewish parents were murdered. Others are commemorative, from "The Last Days"
(1999) to "Into the Arms of Strangers: Stories of the Kindertransport." And a few are
celebratory, such as "The Children of Chabannes" (2000) and "The Optimists," which
chronicle the rescue of Jews in France and Bulgaria.

The physical return of a survivor to ghostly killing fields was first presented in fairly
straightforward documentaries such as "Kitty: Return to Auschwitz" (1980) and "Return
to Poland" (1981). In 1984, Robert Clary (the actor who played Louis Lebeau in the
popular TV series "Hogan's Heroes") went back to his former homes of Paris, the Drancy
internment camp and Buchenwald for the film "Robert Clary 5714: A Memoir of
Liberation." One year later, the actor and teacher Jack Garfien was the focus of "A
Journey Back" (1985), in which he returns to Auschwitz as well as his Slovakian
hometown (whose synagogue had become an abandoned warehouse for ovens).

By the late 1980s, films narrated by second-generation voices also sought out those who
hid and saved their parents. For example, "The Righteous Enemy" (1987), directed by
Joseph Rochlitz, begins with the story of his father — who was interned by the Italians
— and proceeds to explore the Italian resistance that kept 40,000 Jews from being
deported to concentration camps.

The attempt of a child of survivors to grasp and make sense of a parent's legacy is also
found in "Voices from the Attic" (1988), in which director Debbie Goodstein returns to



the Polish attic where her mother was hidden for two years with 15 other Jews.
Accompanied by her aunt, Ms. Goodstein not only commemorates the past but confronts
contemporary anti-Semitism in Poland, found in the form of swastikas and verbal slurs.

Similarly, Melissa Hacker's "My Knees Were Jumping: Remembering the
Kindertransports" (1986) centers on the Holocaust survival of her mother, famed
costume designer Ruth Morley, before expanding to others lucky enough to be in the
Kindertransports. Interspersed are scenes of their reunion, acknowledging not only their
good fortune to be taken in by England between December 1938 and August 1939, but
their ruptured childhoods. And in the Emmy award-winning "Children of Chabannes,"
Lisa Gossels and Dean Wetherell tell the story of a French village whose population of
roughly 300 managed to save nearly 400 Jewish children — mainly refugees from
Germany and Austria — including Ms. Gossels's father and uncle.

This recent emphasis on rescue and resistance offers, of course, a painfully partial picture
of European response during World War II. A more typical example of wartime behavior
can be found in Jacky Comforty's previous film, "In the Shadow of Memory: Legacies of
Lidice" (1999). Unlike Bulgaria's comparatively uplifting Holocaust story, the Czech
town of Lidice was the site of extreme Nazi barbarism. In retaliation for the assassination
of Reinhard Heydrich in 1942 — and to deter further acts of resistance in Czechoslovakia
— the Nazis killed the Catholic village's 192 men, sent the 203 women to Ravensbruck,
murdered 82 children (giving 16 for adoption by German families through the
Lebensborn program) and destroyed the landscape of Lidice.

"The Optimists," on the other hand, is a compelling reminder of how ordinary people
acted with atypical decency. It moves from the personal to the universal, as Mr. Comforty
returns to Bulgaria. We see a photo of his father and the two sisters he married; Mr.
Comforty's gentle voice-over narration explains how, after his first wife died, his father
married her surviving sister. Given the silence he grew up with in Israel vis-a-vis the
Holocaust — "each generation tried to protect the other from memories of the past" —
his return goes beyond the investigative to the triumphant.

The story he tells, interwoven with revealing interviews, is quite amazing. Because
Bulgaria was officially Germany's ally, it enjoyed more leeway to protect Jews than
occupied countries did. We see the tension between policy and polis, between secret
deportation orders to ship out all the Jews and the refusal of the population to comply.
Bulgaria became Germany's ally because of the political promise of occupying three
neighboring territories — Macedonia, Yugoslavia and Thrace. Despite the sorrowful fact
that more than 11,000 "Aegean Jews" were indeed deported and killed, about 50,000
Bulgarian Jews slated for extermination were ultimately saved.

Why did the Bulgarians refuse to hand over their neighbors? Why was there not even a
ghetto? "The Optimists" demonstrates that it was partly because Bulgaria had been
oppressed by the Turks for 500 years and, as a rabbi says, Bulgarian Jews always invited
Christians to synagogue, and attended church on Easter. Anti-Semitism simply wasn't
part of their lives (even if it existed in the ancestral memory of this Sephardic population
who originally escaped from the Spanish inquisition).



Mr. Comforty seeks out and honors the daily resistance of the population. For example, a
teacher allowed four Jewish girls — including his mother — to become kindergarten
teachers even though Jews were not permitted in the classroom; in a moving moment, we
see the two women, both approaching the end of their lives, reunited. And, ironically
enough, where did a baker hide a few Jews? In his oven.

Jewish men did go to a forced labor camp, but the details they recall (heightened by
evocative photographs) are filled with paradoxes. Niko, a musician, recalls putting on an
opera in the labor camp. He is connected to the film's title, as "The Optimists" was the
name of his jazz band. The title might also refer to how the audience feels after watching
such a moving testament to human decency.

Ms. Insdorfis the author of "Indelible Shadows: Film and the Holocaust" — whose
updated third edition will be published by Cambridge University in late 2002 — and of
"Double Lives, Second Chances: The Cinema of Krzysztof Kieslowski," which
Talk/Miramax Books is publishing in paperback in April.
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Individuals triumph over odds in inspiring 'Optimists'
October 18, 2002
BY HEDY WEISS STAFF REPORTER

In many ways, "The Optimists": The Story of the Rescue of the Bulgarian Jews from the
Holocaust," is an all too horrifyingly familiar look at how the Jewish population of Europe was
methodically robbed of its rights, isolated, terrorized, sent into desperate exile (the lucky ones), or
packed onto trains and taken to such Nazi death camps as Treblinka, Auschwitz and
Buchenwald.

What sets the film apart from this larger story, however, is the fact that the majority of Bulgarian
Jews--of which there were about 50,000 in 1943--miraculously managed to elude the death
camps even as their immediate neighbors in Yugoslavia, Greece and Romania--as well as the
11,500 Jews of Bulgarian-occupied Thrace and Macedonia--did not.

According to the decidedly optimistic intepretation put forth in this prize-winning documentary by
the husband-and-wife team of Jacky and Lisa Comforty, the salvation of the Bulgarian Jews was
possible primarily because a large enough number of their countrymen--intellectuals, teachers
and tradesmen, Orthodox Christians and Muslims, and even a few Parliamentarians--had the
courage and decency to protest their treatment. Even more crucially, a number of those with real
influence managed to reach the highest levels of power and pressure those in charge to delay the
mass deportations of the Jews that were just one order away from taking place.

Cynics in the audience may applaud the heroic
actions of a bold minority but just as easily pick
up on other decidedly less uplifting factors that
clearly contributed to the anomaly of the
Bulgarian Jews--a combination of factors,
including luck, timing and, ironically, the
Bulgarian government's early alliance with the
Nazis, which gave its officials a certain level of
autonomy.

Opening today at the Wilmette Theatre. To their credit, the Comfortys (he is the Israeli-
born son of Bulgarian survivors whose story is

central to the film; his wife was born in Chicago) do not downplay the easy alliance of the

Bulgarian government with the Nazis, or the spirit of anti-Semitism that quickly swept the country.

But the film's reason for being is, as its title suggests, a more optimistic one. It is to show how
even under the most repressive and dangerous conditions, the valiant efforts of individual people
of conscience can have a powerful effect.



The film takes its title from the name of a popular, multicultural jazz band that thrived in Bulgaria
in the years before the war, and exists to this day. Its music and its musicians--a Balkan stew with
a touch of Greek, Arabic and klezmer seasoning--serves as a metaphor for the better nature of
the region, and its "strange, beautiful harmonies." One of its original Jewish members, Niko
Nissimov (a Jewish pharmacist and musician who is a vibrant presence in the documentary), was
saved by Christian friends who tracked him down in Thrace and got him transferred to Bulgaria
proper.

The Bulgarian Jewish community was comprised primarily of Sephardic Jews who had settled
there nearly five centuries earlier after another major expulsion--the Spanish Inquisition. There
was never a Jewish ghetto in the country. And in the years before the war, as several elderly
people in the film explain, people participated in each other's religious holiday celebrations and
many other aspects of daily life. Cultural pluralism was the rule rather than the exception.

Yet by 1936, the Bulgarian government had allied itself with Hitler's Germany, enticed by
promises that it would regain previously lost territory. Within the next few years the Jews began
feeling threatened with ever-escalating restrictions, and anti-Semitic propaganda was in full force.
Jewish men were sent to forced labor camps by the early 1940s. And by 1942, when "The Final
Solution" was devised in Germany, fear was palpable. By March 1943, when the Comfortys and
other Jewish families heard a knock on their doors and were escorted to the playground of the
local Jewish school, they were sure the end had come.

In the years leading up to that moment there had been laudable individual acts of courage. A
school principal hired Jewish teachers for her kindergarten, even though this was not permitted. A
baker hid Jews in, of all places, his oven. Anonymous Christians banded together to wash away
Nazi slogans scrawled on buildings in the Bulgarian capital, Sofia. An influential priest pledged
that if the Jews were deported he would board the train to Treblinka along with them. And
perhaps most crucially, a deputy speaker of the Bulgarian Parliament risked his life and
sabotaged his career to mobilize fellow Parliament members to stop the deportations.

The plight of Jacky Comforty's Bulgarian Jewish family, which settled in Israel after the war,
anchors the documentary, with extensive archival material and enthralling interviews collected
after the changes in post-1990 Eastern Europe. This material is supplemented by a personal
archive of 2,000 photos that was hidden away by Comforty's grandmother. Chicago-based
musician-composer Stuart Rosenberg has supplied much of the film's score.

The Comfortys are keenly attuned to many of the ironies of the post-Holocaust fates of Bulgarian
Jews. Those who did not leave the country endured a half-century of Soviet oppression. Those
who fled to Israel have watched the inevitable loss of their specifically Bulgarian Jewish identity
and, although it is never verbalized, ended up in yet another tumultuous situation.

In such a world, perhaps it is only the optimists who can prevail.



Movie review, 'The Optimists'

By Patrick Z. McGavin

Any suspicion that Holocaust documentaries have been thoroughly exhausted is
contradicted by the miraculous, sharp movie "The Optimists."

Made by the Israel-born documentarian Jacky Comforty and his wife, Chicago native
Lisa Comforty, the movie recounts a remarkable story not widely known: the intervention
of Bulgaria's Christian and Muslim communities to secure the safety of 50,000 Bulgarian
Jews who had been earmarked for extermination in Nazi death camps.

Comforty draws on haunting, evocative photographs, newsreel footage, contemporary
interviews and family history in granting this astonishing story weight and resonance.

The movie's title references the name of a Bulgarian jazz band Comforty's grandfather
played in.

3 stars (out of 4)

"The Optimists"

In German, Bulgarian and Hebrew; English subtitled. Running time: 1:24. No MPAA
rating (no objectionable material).
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Jewish stories, not victims

By Sarah Madsen Hardy, Globe Correspondent, 4/15/2001

It is fitting that the opening of Jewishfilm.2001: From Vilna to Jaffa — a series showcasing
independent Jewish film from around the world — is scheduled to coincide with Holocaust
Remembrance Day, April 19. This year's program, featuring seven formidable films and a number
of shorts, proves that in 2001 there are still new stories about the Holocaust to be told.

Despite its up—to—the—minute name, many of Jewishfilm.2001's offerings reflect back on this
defining event of 20th—century history. But the festival also highlights the need to move beyond
the perception of Jews as history's victims.

Images of goose—stepping Nazis and emaciated concentration camp prisoners are few and far
between. Instead, the films represent Jews fiercely, and sometimes triumphantly, resisting
oppression and moving on.

This year's documentary selections, in particular, surprise with moments of power and light: An
elderly Jewish tailor recounts how he felt, as a teenager, lobbing a pipe bomb into a nightclub
crowded with German officers in 1943 France. A Bulgarian Jew describes the solidarity of her
childhood girlfriend, a Christian, who walked with her, hand in hand, to the train when she was
deported.

Most potent and gripping are two documentaries telling stories of heroism from the World War i
era that have, until now, remained obscure. "Terrorists in Retirement" (April 21) is about a group
of Jewish immigrants who participated in armed resistance against the Nazis in occupied France.
"The Optimists" (April 29) explores the extraordinary set of circumstances that allowed all of
Bulgaria's 50,000 Jews to survive the Holocaust.

"The Optimists" offers another example of how individuals' acts of heroism can be skewed for
political purposes. Few people know the full story of Bulgaria's Jews, according to filmmaker
Jacky Comforty, because both the Bulgarian monarchy and the Communists tried to claim credit
for their rescue and exploit it politically after the war.

Comforty interviewed hundreds of people of his Bulgarian grandfather's generation in order to get
the story straight. They testify to the fact that, while their government collaborated with the Nazis,
many Bulgarians stood up publicly for their Jewish friends and neighbors.

These were not activists or partisans, but people who simply did not let go of their humanity in an
inhumane political situation. One important factor was that Bulgarian society was integrated and
relatively secular: Bulgarian Jews who fled the Inquisition and relocated to Bulgaria some 500
years earlier had not settled into ghettos; rather, the mixed Christian— Muslim social fabric invited
them into existing neighborhoods.
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Jacky Comforty's grandparents Rachamim & Rochelle Comforty
and two of their children.

'To be a Bulgarian is to be a mensch'
By Leora Eren Frucht

(July 11) - It is 1943, and thousands of European Jews have been

rounded up and are being held for deportation to Auschwitz.

What if you could freeze that moment, rewind the film and watch
as the Jews simply returned home? It sounds like the stuff of
dreams or movies. But that is just what happened to thousands of
Jews in Bulgaria during World War II, among them Rachamim
and Rachelle Comforty.

"Because those Jews were saved ... on that day, I'm here to tell
their story," explains their grandson, director Jacky Comforty, in
his film The Optimists: The Story of the Rescue of the Bulgarian
Jews from the Holocaust. The 90-minute documentary, which

premieres at the Jerusalem Film Festival on Friday, tells one of the
most remarkable and little-known episodes of the Holocaust: how
the entire Jewish population of Bulgaria, some 50,000 people, was
saved - despite Bulgaria's pact with Nazi Germany. Ii

Comforty, a Tel Aviv-born documentary filmmaker, who traces his



family roots in Bulgaria back 500 years, meshes his own family's
history with that of Bulgaria's to tell the larger story of the rescue.

Through a collection of first-person testimony and historical film
footage, he tries to explain what should need no explanation: why
Bulgaria did not allow its Jewish citizens to be sent to their deaths.

There are stories of individual human kindness, such as Christians
who wore the yellow Star of David in solidarity with their Jewish
friends.

There are stories of political courage, like that of the vice president
of the Bulgarian parliament, who mobilized other members of
parliament to oppose a plan to deport Jews to death camps.

And there is the role of the church. One Bulgarian Jew, quoted in
the film, recalls hearing an influential bishop say in public that if
the Jews were deported, he would join them.

In the film, Rabbi Avraham Bechar, who now lives in Jaffa, recalls
his harmonious ties with Christian leaders in Bulgaria and offers
this simple explanation for the rescue of the Jews: "To be a
Bulgarian is to be a mensch."

BUT BULGARIA'S record is far from unblemished - as the film
makes clear.

The country had its share of virulent antisemites in government
and Nuremburg-type laws were enacted during the war. One
reason Bulgaria allied itself with Nazi Germany was a promise -
which Germany kept - to transfer Greek and Yugoslavian territory
to Bulgaria. Later, the Bulgarian king consented to deport Jews
living in those occupied territories, resulting in the deaths of all but
12 of the 11,362 Jews there.

Among the survivors was Niko Nissimov, a member of an
American-style big-band jazz group called "The Optimists" -
which lends the film its name.

Nissimov, who worked as a pharmacist, was interned in a labor
camp in Bulgarian-occupied Thrace when his Christian friends
tracked him down and arranged to transfer him and 11 other

pharmacists and doctors back to the relative safety of Bulgaria.

The government had planned to deport the 50,000 Jews within
Bulgaria itself as well, but was forced to delay implementation of
that plan in the face of vigorous opposition from parliament, the
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church and grass roots. That delay ultimately saved the Jewish
population.

The director's father, Bitush Comforty, was interned in a forced
labor camp in Bulgaria, but as a child Jacky Comforty was only
vaguely aware of his family's story.

"It was only when I was already a filmmaker that my parents said
to me one day: "You must do a film about how we were saved."

Not long after that, Comforty discovered a treasure trove of
historic photos in his grandmother's apartment in Jaffa, providing a
rare glimpse into the life of Bulgarian Jewry.

Two years later he arrived in Bulgaria just before the country's first
democratic elections to examine the state archives which had just
opened up. He watched nearly 80 hours of motion-picture
newsreels - and chose to copy about three hours of footage.

"The footage never said anything like 'forced labor camp.' It said:
'Minister of construction visits site where new trains are being
built.' For just one second, you'd see a building where the laborers
were housed. I managed to fish out things like that," explains
Comforty, who wrote and produced the film together with his wife
and partner Lisa Vogel Comforty.

Comforty compiled 155 hours of interviews, 5,000 photos and 10
hours of archival footage from Germany and Bulgaria in order to
tell the story of how his parents - and 50,000 other Jews - were
saved.

The film will be screened at the Jerusalem Cinematheque
on Friday at 4:45, and at the Tel Aviv Cinematheque on
July 18 at 6 p.m.

© 1995-2000, The Jerusalem Post - All rights reserved, Click here for feedback and comments.
Palm Post Edition sponsored by Davka Corporation.
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The Optimists

As unlikely as it may seem in a film about the Nazi Holocaust
of World War I, this spellbinding documentary offers a
message of inspiration and hope. "The Optimists" illuminates
an almost forgotten chapter of history: the survival of the
Sephardic Jewish population of Bulgaria thanks to the
courageous opposition to SS orders to transport them to death
camps. Evanston filmmaker Jacky Comforty, whose family was
among those saved, and his wife and partner Lisa, spent 12
years working on this film after the startling discovery of 2,500
photographs from that era saved by his grandmothers. Years
of exhaustive research and hundreds interviews are evident in
the rich texture of this film, recalling not only the life and times
of Comforty's family but the entire Bulgarian Jewish community
— long since relocated to Israel. (Bl) (85 min.) No MPAA
rating.

— Review bv Bruce Ingram of Pioneer Press —

WILMETTE

1122 Central Ave., Wilmette 847-251-7411
Fri-Thurs: 2:00 4:00 6:00 8:00

back to top



Reel Movie Critic.com

The Optimists

4 stars

Rating
Not Rated
Director
Jacky Comforty
The meaning of humanism
Starring
The People of Bulgaria

Political and military oppression has a way of hiding stories on topics that we
think have been told so many times that there is nothing new to say. Currently on
the film festival circuit is the documentary "Blind Spot: Hitler's Secretary," a film
about the German dictator's last days as told by his young, impressionable
assistant in her dying days as an old woman. While that film is a definite downer,
"The Optimists," as the name so aptly implies, is a celebration of the human
spirit. It is a story not only about the 50,000 Jews who were slated for
extermination and ultimately saved but also of the Bulgarian (non Jewish)
citizens and politicians who stood in the face of Nazism to prevent what was
certain deportation and death of their friends.

Hitler came to power in 1933 and soon after books were being burned. Later,
radios were taken so that it would be difficult for Jews to know what was going on
in the "outside" world. Prior films on the Holocaust document the step by step
process to the "final solution"-death camps. This film poises us on the "slippery
slope," where you wake up one day and realize that your worse fears have not so
suddenly become a reality.

Jacky and Lisa Comforty, residents of Evanston, have worked on the film for
over 12 years. They have collected 155 hours of interviews, over 5,000 photos of
pre-war and wartime Bulgaria, many hours of archival footage as well as
documents, artifacts and sound recordings. Jacky found more than 2,000 photos
from his deceased grandmother, stored away in plastic bags and shoe boxes;
and the archival rolling and still film of the era gives the film a unique personal
touch.

As Hitler conquered Poland and France, and other regions, Bulgaria became
their ally, in part because they were Germany's main trading partner.

We know about citizens that hid Jews but what is striking about this story is that
because of a history of integration of Jews in Bulgaria, the non Jewish Bulgarians
did things such as participate in spontaneous marches of protest in numbers
exceeding 10,000. They also urged their politicians to confront the installed Nazi



leaders, which resulted in the delay of planned deportations and exterminations
long enough for the war to come to an end.

The key question is why would they do this in the face of so much raw power?
The often scoffed at notion of integration and diversity appears to be the answer.
Jews and Bulgarians, among other things, celebrated each other's religious
holidays. They had friendships that mattered. There existed a mentality similar to
that Americans have regarding the United We Stand concept following the events
of 9/11. A key factor that allowed that to happen, was the history of Bulgaria.
They had been under oppressive rule from the Turks for over 500 years and had
come to believe that "...everyone is entitled to have their own faith." This country
had been independent for only 50 years yet they had developed a sense of true
loyalty to their friends and believed in the concept of humanism for all. They
respected diversity and theirs is a lesson to learn.

The World Premier of "The Optimists" will be at the Wilmette Theater starting
today. This is a film that should not be missed. The message is so powerful that
this is one of the best films of the year.

George O. Singleton © 2002
Reelmoviec@aol.com
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Theater A family memoir that opens out into the larger currents of

%a&.eerr} ormance history, this 2001 film by Jacky and Lisa Comforty uses a

Comedy treasure trove of photographs recovered from the home of

g”r‘:SiC Jacky's late grandmother to document the experience of

Dailvy Special Bulgarian Jews during the Holocaust. While some 12,000 Jews

Search Listings in Bulgarian-occupied Thrace and Macedonia were deported to
death camps in the summer of 1943, the Comfortys were among

Classifieds 50,000 Bulgarian citizens who escaped, largely through the

Spacefinder offices of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church, but also through

Matches . . :

Job Site pressure from trade unions, professional guilds, and a handful of

Web Directory courageous men in parliament. A key difference between

%gﬁs Bulgaria and other countries of eastern Europe was its

Straight Dope integration; as one interviewee points out, there were no Jewish

Hot Type ghettos in Bulgaria, and the country's Muslim and Christian

Chicago Reader

citizens were well acquainted with neighbors who were being
targeted for genocide. This rare victory of decency over
depravity lies at the center of the film, though it's dwarfed by
anecdotal testimony from Jewish survivors that echoes numerous
other treatments of the Holocaust. In the end, this admirably
broadens our knowledge of the era but doesn't much deepen it.
82 min.

This movie is currently playing at: Wilmette

Copyright © 2002 Chicago Reader Inc.
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Filmmaker
Jacky
Comforty
put nearly
20 years of
his life and
several
centuries of
his family's
history into
his documentary "The Optimists."

The film, subtitled "The Story of the Rescue of the Bulgarian Jews from
the Holocaust," is having its world- premiere theatrical release at the
Wilmette Theater.

"The Optimists" has already won a number of awards at film festivals,
including the Peace Prize at the Berlin International Film Festival. It
was directed by Comforty and written and produced by Comforty and
his wife, Lisa. The couple lives in Evanston.

The full-length documentary tells two interwoven stories, one of
Comforty's own grandfather, Rachamim Comforty, and one of his
fellow Jews of Bulgaria. It's one of the lesser-known and more
inspirational stories of the Holocaust: how all 50,000 Jews were able to
survive despite the intensive efforts of the Bulgarian government to
deport them to death camps. Some of the men spent time in labor —
camps, but most were protected and saved by their Christian and J N
Muslim neighbors and eventually made their way to Israel. EWISH s EWS
wlcie

On a deeper level, the film is an examination of the nature of good and
evil and why some people go out of their way to help their neighbors
even when doing so puts them at risk.

Israeli-born Jacky Comforty had been working in TV and film, making
comedies, short subjects and documentaries, for more than 20 years
when the idea for "The Optimists" was born. It came from his father,
who, after his retirement, began acting in some of his son's films.

"One day he said, 'There is one story you really should tell-the story of
how we were rescued during the war,'"" Comforty related during a
recent interview. It was a story that was new to him. Like many
Holocaust survivors, his parents had told their children little about
their wartime experiences. But on that day in 1984, "I took a little




tape recorder and he and my mom began telling their stories,"
Comforty says.

He immediately decided to make a film based on their recollections,
but knew he needed more information. So he spent the next four
years "reading everything I could get my hands on about the
Holocaust in Bulgaria." During that time, his father died.

Comforty was in Israel, going through his father's and grandmother's
things, when he came upon a treasure stashed away in an apartment
that had belonged to his grandmother: shoeboxes filled with
photographs from her early life in Bulgaria, some 1,500 of them.

"There were beautiful postcards and photos," Comforty says,
"including postcards from all my grandmother's admirers who wrote
her from the front during World War I. A lot of museums wanted us to
donate the collection to them." But he knew that he could use the
photos in the film that was now becoming more of a reality to him.

"Once we had the photos, we were aware that we had a huge treasure
here, and the journey began," Comforty says. That journey took him
to Bulgaria, where- speaking his first language, Bulgarian- he
interviewed more than 100 citizens and researched the history of the
country's Jews not just during the Holocaust but much farther back.

What he found was a unique community that traced its roots to an
ancient tribe of Jews called Romaniots who spoke a Greek dialect and
came to the country during King Solomon's time. Even centuries later,
Bulgarian Jews considered themselves Sephardic. They spoke Ladino,
an ancient Jewish-Spanish language, and had an advanced and highly
sophisticated culture. In the 14th century there was even a Jewish
queen of Bulgaria, Comforty relates.

The history transfixed him. "It's truly a fairy tale," he says. "It's a
story I could work the rest of my life-an unknown story."

Comforty was still learning Bulgarian history when the demise of
communism provided him with another windfall. "The doors of archives
that had been closed for 50 years swung widely open," he says. "I was
very lucky to be there at that time." He ended up with 5,000 more
photographs relating to the Bulgarian Jewish experience. He also spent
months going through film archives viewing "everything that was done
on film in Bulgaria from the beginning of motion pictures that had to
do with Jewish subjects."

Although he was still working on other films to make a living and to
finance his research in Bulgaria, that undertaking became his
obsession.

"Growing up in Israel, you go to archaeological sites, you look on the
ground and hope to find maybe a coin, but you never do," he says. "In
Bulgaria, everywhere I found treasures. I went to a synagogue that
was closed for 50 years and found manuscripts, ancient books with
layers of dust on them. It was like in a fairy tale.

"Once you get into the mood of a collector, you cannot stop," he says.
"I was trying to satisfy a hunger that would not calm down."

Over the next 12 years, Comforty and his wife, whom he calls
"Bulgarian by marriage," worked slowly on the film while making 40
unrelated documentaries to finance their work. (Even so, he says, "I
was barely paying my bills. I felt like I was digging a tunnel out of
jail.") Originally Comforty planned to make a four-part series. "There
were so many things I wanted to tell," he says. "The rescue of the
Jews during the war was the result of all the history that went before
it. I needed to explore it all."

He suggests that one of the reasons Bulgarians refused to hand their
Jewish neighbors over to the government can be found in the centuries




of peaceful coexistence between Jews, Christians and Muslims in
Bulgaria and the fact that they faced a common enemy, the Turks,
who oppressed the country for nearly 500 years.

Finally, he decided that such a big project was unmanageable and
settled for making one film, with hopes to do the series eventually.

Even filming "The Optimists" was a huge job. "It really was like
archaeology- taking something apart in tiny little shreds and trying to
put it all together and make a very small piece," Comforty says. "It
was overwhelming." The film took four years to edit and had 6,000
cuts-Comforty says 500 to 800 is the average.

The final version has received awards and praise at a number of film
festivals, but Comforty says he can't take all the credit for that.

"When you make a film, there is a certain group dynamic that is
beyond your control," he says. "It's not just me or my skill or my art,
but the personalities in the film, the people who were rescuers, the
people whose hearts were in the right place."

Those people included a teacher who allowed four Jewish girls-
including Comforty's mother-to become kindergarten teachers even
though Jews were officially not allowed into the classroom. Another
story details the efforts of a baker, who, ironically, hid Jews in his
oven.

The title was chosen to work on several levels, Comforty says. The
Optimists was the name of a jazz band that was highly successful in
Bulgaria before the war. One of the heroes of the film is the sax
player, who tells of how a friend saved him at the last minute, just
before he was about to be put on a train and deported. Later, he
recalls putting on an opera in a labor camp.

The title also has a symbolic level, Comforty says. It refers to the
rescue of the entire community. "The film is dedicated to those who
are optimists," he says.

Of course, that would include the Comfortys. Jacky Comforty gives a
special nod to his wife, who, he says, "suffered quietly through this for
many many years," writing "hundreds" of grants and making
suggestions at every stage.

Now that the film has been released theatrically, Jacky Comforty's role
in it is not finished, he says. He plans to be present at many of the
screenings at the Wilmette Theater and to organize events around the
film, bring in school groups, answer audience members' questions and
engage in dialogues with viewers.

He stresses that "The Optimists" is not directed solely to Jews. "It's a
film that's meant for all audiences, for all people," he says. "It's a
unique story of individuals who resisted the government successfully.
We don't have many people who do that."

"The Optimists" is playing at the Wilmette Theater, 1122 Central Ave.,
Wilmette. Screenings are at 2, 4, 6 and 8 p.m. daily. For directions call
(847) 251-2474. For more information, visit www.theoptimists.com.
Return to top.
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Ever ‘The Opntimists’

BY BRUCE INGRAM
ASSISTANT EDITOR

Jacky Comforty has become quite familiar with the weapons of mass
dissemination.

After working more than 12 years and spending in excess of $1-million,
much of it raised from family and friends, the Evanston documentarian’s
magnum opus, “The Optimists,” has its theatrical world premiere Friday at
the Wilmette Theater.

Comforty is not about to let that event go unnoticed. In the past few weeks,
he has fired off some 3,000 e-mails and whipped out 10,000 posters, flyers
and postcards.

“I'm doing a lot of guerrilla marketing,” he said with an easy-going smile,
momentarily relaxed in his home office in Evanston.

The smile masks great determination. Comforty declares he is so eager for
people to see this film, the story of how Bulgaria’s Sephardic Jewish
population, including his parents, were saved from extermination by the
Nazis during World War Il, that he would track people down and screen it for
them one at at a time for 20 years if necessary.

That may sound like hyperbole — one hopes it is — but given Comforty’s
unrelenting purposefulness in completing “The Optimists,” the image of him
chasing a viewer down the street, pulling a cart with a projector behind him,
does come to mind.

Back to the beginning

Pioneer Press first wrote about “The Optimists” four years ago, when
Comforty and his wife and partner, Lisa, were putting finishing touches on a
video version for screenings at film festivals around the world.

His parents had always asked him to tell the story of how the Jews of
Bulgaria survived, but the best he had been able to do was record his
father’s memories of imprisonment in a forced labor camp on audio tape.
The 1940s population of Bulgarian Jews — long since emigrated to Israel —
had left little record on film.

One afternoon in 1988, however, Comforty and his wife were cleaning out
his late grandmother’s apartment when they made an astonishing discovery:
1,500 photographs of Bulgarian friends and family stored in dust-covered



shoe boxes. Then they learned his maternal grandmother also had saved
1,000 photos from the same period.

Comforty suddenly had a very big job on his hands. Beginning with those
photos, he and Lisa worked for years to piece together how acts of
conscience by individuals in the Bulgarian Parliament, the Bulgarian
Orthodox Church and sympathetic lawyers, writers, educators and trade
unionists, had thwarted the Nazi final solution.

“The Optimists” records the harrowing events of March 10, 1943, when
8,500 prominent Jews including Comforty’s father and his family, were
rounded up to be shipped on trains to the Treblinka death camps. At the end
of the day, they were simply told to go back home. Government officials had
used bureaucratic technicalities to deny the deportation.

“This is what should have happened everywhere,” said Comforty of the acts
of courage documented in “The Optimists,” which has drawn standing
ovations from audiences at film festivals around the world. “This should not
have been the exception. This should have been the norm.

“That’s especially important today, where there is a lot of similarly bad stuff
going on in the world. | hope this film will have the power to motivate people
to be good and courageous and to stand for what they believe in.”

“The Optimists” has racked up more than 20 awards since 1998 including
the Peace Prize at the 2001 Berlin Film Festival, but it also has left the
Comforty family more than $300,000 in debt. Yet Comforty was willing to
spend another $100,000 to have a color-corrected, audio-filtered 35mm print
made for theatrical distribution.

“It's been a little Don Quixotean,” admitted Comforty, who has some solace
in the knowledge that a theatrical run qualifies the film for long shots like
consideration for an Oscar. “But | knew if | did not finish this now | would not
be able to move beyond it.

“When you realize you’re alone on a project, it can be a powerful motivation.
You know if you don’t do it, it won’t get done.”

Jacky Comforty will speak at the 6 and 8 p.m. screenings of “The Optimists”
Friday-Sunday and on subsequent weekends during the film’s run at the
Wilmette Theater, 1122 Central Ave., Wilmette. Call (847) 251-7411.

back to top

Chicago Sun-limes
NEWSPAPER NETWORK

. 1
Evanston Review - Pioneer Press -




IOUIWING UBIPU],, 1BY 9M S SPI0I3T UBdLIdWY mau yiim yderSouoyde peys
s[21 2u() “saxopexed yim payy a1e (syderdojoyd 2anes043 4q paunySioy) freas
s[relap oy 1nq ‘dures 1oqe pad10j € 0} 0F PIP UIUI YSIMI[ “UAO SIY U] jsmaf Moy
Ieq e pIp 219ym ‘YSnoua A[[d1U0dl ‘PUY "PAHUNAIL UIWOM pade mou Jlog
Yuatow SUTAOU B U {W00ISS]D 3Y) UT panTuriad 10U 219Mm SMI[ 43N0 uasagra
u211e319pUD] 2UI022q 0} — I2YIow STY FUTPNUT — SI13 YSIMI[ N0} Pamorpe 13
Sduwexa 107 “uonendod 2y Jo aoueisisar A[rep s[dwis 2y} INO sYAIs A1opug
"(uong
ystuedg oy woxy padedsa Areuiduio oym ‘vonemndod stpreydag sigy jo 4y
[E1}S30UE Y] UT PAISIXI 1 J1 UIAI) SIAI[ 1121 Jo 1ied jou sem Aduuis WG
‘Io1sBT UO YoINyD 0} juam A3} a[iym ‘ondoFeuds 0 SURISLIYD) PajiAur shempe
ueLied[ng ‘sAes 1qqel € se ‘pUY 'SIEIA PaIpuny aaYy 10§ SHINT, 3y} 4q passarddg
pey euedng asnexnq Apaed sem 31 1) $1533ns spstiunrd() Y, ;o191 onays e
10U 2121 SEM AYA $10qSIaU I13Y) 19A0 PUBY 03 3STY21 sueLIeS[ng Y pip Agm
‘uIay) YIm 08 pinom ay ‘pariodap,
A3y 1 101y paounouue [ SMI A3 aaes 03 [y doysig uodn pajes (aamarazs
plo-1eak-omi-A1auru d[qeprutioy Apuad e mou) asrdweeereyy doysig Ajsnoa
-1g ("pIBMINE 21O JO 1IN0 PADIO] Sem dH ) “Juaweiied 3y Jo pary-auo 4q paje

"aIAYESTH SIH
“ALHOAWOD VSITANY AXDVI 40 ASA1MN0D OLOHA IYSLL 3y} U0 1811 ST 12118 S A110J1u07) Axjoe(
ur 19p10q ¥210) 2y} Teau dwes 10qe[-padIo] URLIES[Ng B UT SI2I0QR] YSIM3[ ‘SistuudQ ay 3

"AIAYIASHY SLHE
VST ANV AXOVI 40 ASTINN0D OLOHd "076] ‘BLe3Mg Ul uaye) 0joyd "pa1p (42]) esoy ajim 151y
g (1y511) A[[aYDEY PALLIBLU Y :S2AIM OM] STY PUR ALIOJWIOD) WIIRYPRY S1studt1dO) a1 ] Woa]

4TIV "ALYOdNOD

Film and the Holocaust".

lodap a1 3y 03 uonnad e uedaq oy ey smau 21y 4q ySnoua pajedde sem
gsaq “quaurerred uerreS[ng oy) Jo 1udPIsaId 30TA JUIIIP ] 39S 0] JUIM UIW
YD) 1n0j :sdnoid omy Aq pajiog a1am s1apio uonerodap ayi ‘cp61 YoIeW Uuf
‘panes A[aretunn 91oM UOTJBUIILIIAIXA T0J PaIe[s sMa[ uerted[ng puesnoty A1y
xoxdde paqry pue pariodap paspur atam _smaf uealay, pUBSNOY) UA[2 Uy}
[3308] [1yMO110s 1] 2)1dsa(] "a0BIY ], pUe ‘BIAR[SOSN ‘BIUOPIILIA — SLIOIIII)
813U 321173 SurAdnooo jo asturoxd eonijod iy Jo asnedaq AJfe s Auewrion sured
[ng Ajdwoo oy uonendod ayy jo [esnja1 o) pue sma( ay) e o diys o)
uoneLiodap 121095 usamiaq ‘sijod pue £orjod usamiaq UoISUL) Y 935 I AN
patdnaoo ue PIP ueyl smaf 103101d 01 ABMIS] 210W paio(ua 11 Af[e s AurWIaN)
HO Sem erred[ng asneoaq :Surzewe aynb st sy ay 41038 2y, A10je1qa[ad pue
9AUT (1oq st wanjar sty — jsed 2 Jo SaLIOWIW WoIj 1210 ) 193101d 0}
,. HBISUS3 yoes | — 3snedo[o] Y} S1a-B-sia [9Bas] ut yum dn maid ay aoud)
WALD) “smatatayur Surpedwod yum uonelreu umo sty Surpus|q ‘eLed[ng o)
Koo Ayoe[ “s1oquStou ysima 121y premoy Louadap [eard4Are yum pajoe
Areurp.o MOV A[dlUeU ‘[BSIDAIUT 2} 0} — [SIALM OM] PUE I2UJRJ SIY SMOYS
WmEﬁ SApr( — reuostad oy woxy SaAOW 11 Sauuvquy) fo UAPIYD AL T
°O BSIT pue Aype( Aq payoaarp (1007) 15120j0L ayd wiof smaf uvtivSing ayz
a4 fo Lioyg aYy [ :spstnpdO oy ] ST UOT)RIOWWIWOD dTwy Surndsur 1ajouy

- Annette Insdorf, "Indelible Shadows

By

1dg 20edsao, uonerowauIuIod
$Pe py
PARNDIADUT S10ur ‘goqews ur dn uayel uaaq APUDAI 210W SBY JIIQUIILAI 0}

ajepdn uonp3 paiyy 90¢

L0g uinjay Jo saueuaWNI0(



Film and the Holocaust".

-- Annette Insdorf, "Indelible Shadows

“ISA0-2T0A UBWLIID) UT S}i0dag 1 X2 29U} 219M sauueqey) pue erreding wasamoy @rmioid renied Afnjured e
A1p pue soroyd proeyd aryy YIOAIIUNOD eT) SLI0IS DYLLIOY S[[eII APAInb oy gp | qunjal JO SWY Ul A[eradss 9ouelsisal pue andsar uo siseyduwd JuaddI Ay,
Jouued am jeym Jo sapurw>? 21 S[ep o ut skem[e st urmy jo 1red — 3oey SIY g :
SMOPEYS “UI[Ly 2 sayenjoun'd MIIAIIUT ISOYM ZIIMOISON P[OUTY I(T 10AIA g
) $20p e Apsoys syoo AHYM-PUE-PRIQ UT ZpoT Aep-1uasald “3[As aay
Aqreonaod e ut syaom pysuPlqel ‘WY ANUIL-XIS-AJUIAS 1) JO UONRIND oy
ead sy
pauostdurr axam — jrogye 1BM ZEN U3 10} SISIOQR] 3AB[S — PUBSTIOY) PaIpuny
Auewr sy 'smaf s puejog Jof STZEN 23 Aq paystiqersa duwed y1om 1sa81e] 3y sem
ZpoT Y1 FF61 01 66T weHd ‘uostid sy ut Ajianonpord wnuimxew ainsug g
ayp 4q payutodde [euoned UBHISTY UE SEM SH “JUBIUNOIIE JAIY S.01AYS) 7p
UToMaUDN) Ia[eA AQ Uae} H1OM (018 10[03 [3IM IPRL 1943151y ) Suoure -
paipuny 1oy asay ] -/ge1 U 2101S00] ISIUUIA © UT PIIIAOISIP 315M Jey} sapy
ursed 2y st aed prara 150W Y3 148218138 211 $9819A21 hmcasmﬁoxm AYM-pu
urjsed ay) pue 100D uI Ju$21d a1 MOYS 1STD0[OH 3Y) INOGE SW[Y JSOUI SBa13
“ssopouPU UTBUWIAI — BUIGD1], JO dure> yyeap a1 03 - uoy

-Aqiqissod e se paysad8ns
§1 2IMJ[ND UBLLIDY (M juswaypordder v osipg ang,, s 20UIS IAWDMP
p(j U0 APO[2WI B JO UOIIPURI 2AIISUS SIY AQ patueduwionde dIe SIPaId pud
quueH )1 Ing,, ‘s123unod ay A3 e Sutdonsap,, sty 1By} 998 0} pIYLLIOY ST
-awed 12ndwod e Je s[x2 oym Aoq plo-1ea4-1ySia ue Jo Iaylow ) os[e
aAIMOH] “SUBULIIN) JO NJIUISAI L1I3[ HPUI 0] 1M 1) Jnoqe ySnoua 12y pjo
i 12y se Xa[dwod a10w s1 31 4yy3nep se L[ 104 A1dwa [s pue ‘Ued]d dym
nep Joy 10j wool e dn paxy ays ‘dured UONENUIDUOI 3y} WO} PIUINIAI s
pa[> SP[ELU 2UADS Ise AU} e ‘ssof A[duurs st 31 SRy 104 Py pue juared jo
ay) S1 A1owapy Jo mopvyS ay1 uf INOYSNOIY) SIWIY) [BAUD Y] JO U
ST 2y se Jsed
PUISUEI) PUE — JUOIUO0D 0] 13383 Sk a1 A} JBY} LIS 2OUTAUOD 0) A1) aInjnod
Ja5) IZEN-TIUB UE JO SIATRIURS2Id1 9533 ‘WNIsn]A 201PIT 2} SULISIA UM SMITA
onoyn mesiepy o) Sunnp sSeq [rews a2y} Surdires sdnoid ayy ‘Surpus puo OJWO)) SYUIPTS PUE 10§5J0Id UBUILIAL) 3Y} I "IANENIU] DB UIWIG )
ur oweu 4q pagnuapr y ‘s19)y8y 2oueysIsa1 Y jo sojoyd Aurerd uo ur gaul 03 — YINOA 13y SULINP SUBWULIIN) 10] 13 9YS pailey ayy jo Apjuely syeads
eIDUIED 2 9511y 1) Ut :sFUIPUS OM) UL SIBUTUND JeIp ap1u0ay?) NoySnoIy) ] [S "SI9YIOUI TI2) WO UDIP[IYD payduaim sizeN o431 a1aym aoefd ai ‘w8 oy je
SAIJRIOWAUIIOD © ST 2191 L “yueudiod a1e ySIppIX Ul  SPUOWIY pue suistey, [enuue o) ur sutof L3 1a3ySnep 13y UsY) pue U2y WOIJ UYL} SeM PUBq
19A0-2010A 3[EWIa) B AQ ﬁuﬂEQEouum uIp[IYy Jo s10ys ‘d[durexa 10,] ‘Aepoy saey MO S[[e231 A[[NjIe3) OYM ALIBJAT A[IOP[2 MOU Y} IPN[OUT IS ], "SIOAIAINS
5 011340 241 J0 199330 2y} 10U STIPT} ‘SUBWINYQNS PAIIPISUOD £ay1 1M JO UOI IPIT JO SALI0)S M Aduunol aanednsaaur/sanerowawuod s 11af Juruim)
TI9Y) APIUOIYD 0] SEM $15{dN220 UBWLIAD) 34} JO UOHUAUT A} JT UIAF "SH SIS 123[[03 3y} 03 [eU0sIdd 21} WO SaAOL AJI0JWIOY) ‘Systutyd() 2y [ ul sy
uonendiuew s exsmajAcy JO 1N SeIAUTED [ZEN JO A[uo J0U UOHRIPAUL 31]) JO 3 A UINJDI 1) U0 JaY satuediodde ‘Uely ‘pueqsny Ysimaf 19f] Mouy 0} pasu
SoNRU “2U[IS puE punos JO ‘SISEIS PUB JUIWAOW JO wutodiaiunod siyg, ° I 91 In0qE 128105 0 SJUBM JYS,, ‘SPIOM II[IUIR] U} 183y am douaLIadxd
sdots 98e1005 atp) a3y1] ZorMPISOIME Ayuey] ue[ Jo o1snur Ay T, "JUI[LS I8 A3 2 $ 910U 197 JNOQY “SALIEJUSWNIOP IAYI0 UL STOATAINS ISNIEIO[OF] JO USIP[IYD
Apsoys waas pue — saar p2lIHs Sunsad8ns —umop pamoys o1e Aoy -reriuey are IS YSIMO[-UOU © SI ‘91PI 03 oeq $208 oYM Wiy 3y JO INUD  UoneIdusd
2 J1 UA3 “sa1] 0112y r) WESTEM I3 298 ST BB 22110447 JO SANUIU UL , 93 ‘TeIIqZ 1113( 1B ST AT2JUSLUNDOP SIY) UT DUIMIP JofeW JaY)o YT,
a1, “BIowE> a1y 0] pajeardt 2 ULd Surqidraaa Jou Jey) s1sa83ns wy Iyl : 28u2431 Jo 10e Ia[[ewus, e pip Aoy
PNpoId [eLnsnpur YoazD) a3 o $193J2 Y JO PAUIEM SEM Y INQ ‘UOIIBI[EI3I

ur 398} 14 Jo ey i 3431 [eaed w1 dn-2s0p> Uy paty st UEISISIT YSIAD
Jo 1apeay souroy sty ueWPPH WM MILAIUL UE AQ PmO[[O] ‘ONID) ME € puvsnoys Aur [Ipf 01 pajues JPIH 151y 1V “UOPUOT WO WD Oy
ed 219m suTssesse s YOLIPAS]] *221pIT woiy aured uopuoq 03 padessa oym

Jo 3821005 [EAIYDIE YHIM guI3aq eYSMIA(] BIUR[O[ — ZIIMOISO P[OUIY I0AL ,
Auoumsay ay1 qum EE%E — 0PaY5) ZPO] Y} JO SIPI[s aI1om drnjredap Jo P92 omy,, ‘parfdar ay ‘uoneqyruue 10§ 100 PA[SUIs sEM UMO) SIY AYM 1032ITp
s D{SUO[qe( 213YM “(£661) UDLLIPT YUV 07 SULPL02IV SUlsLid[) 0139y D) MUSIYf HﬂuES "AIPIT JO o&mu%ﬁmm a1y padomisap pue — weidord uI0qsuaqa] 23
: s1joq snoraaid e o syaduans ayy uo sp(ingJaydp.so SM[iurey uetwian) 4q uopdope 10y 91 dn Surard — uaapyryd 7g pasapinu ‘dures
: U0D YINIQSUIARY 0} UIWOM ¢()7 A} JU3s ‘UaW ZgT S3eIA aroye) ayy
EN 91} — BYEAO[SOYDIZ]) UL 3DUBISISI JO S108 JAYLIN 12)3P 0} PUE — 76 Ul
PIBYUIZY JO uoneUISSESSE A1) 10§ UOLBI[EIDI U] "WISLIBQIR] IZBN JUIDI)XD
SBM. JJIPIT Jo umoy Yoaz) 2y A101s isnesojoy Sunyrdn Apaneredwos
49U *s25u219771p [R121LID 0M) YIIM ‘UINJAI JO ATRIUAWNOOP © pa1apisuod aq
(6661) 201pr] fo sa1ow3aT A0ty Jo mopvys ayp up Wiy snotaaid s Aj10ju100)

apiuoayn) ‘Arejuawndop y

1eaq am Moy pue Aydesg?oud I 7eM PHOM Sulinp 033345 zpoT oy 15103l
1583] 18 JO uoneIo[dxa SunUNey B OJUL STUILII[ [BINE PUE [ENSIA ISIDAIP saok
pue ‘weuLan ‘ysijoq ur 2ad0ISOPIABY SIYL “1a1[Iea s1eak ud) andojpoa ] L U9
-Ip JueSISSE PU0das 5, SO JOIZSAZIY sem oym ‘Djsuolqef zsniIed iq

(8661 ‘pur[og “orpuipoyld) 4aydvagojoyq st saydurexa Juadal 1saq Ay} JO u..
Suneurwny Apaneass e u! $21M3Y pue s1oe) Susn jo agudyrey oy 03 uASH 2

M3J © g s1opInu pue 210} JO UOHINISUOIAL A} YoYem Ued oym :5pI0231,
2y Jo asnesaq Ajduuts jout PUE 99811 OU 3] oym asoyy ‘paystiad oym e
70 'S311038 33 -Tj3 01 ArotHIP SIOUTL DT ST J] ML A 1AM, = paAIAIS
Aun ® yorgm wogy — sdyted UOHPLUIUOD pue sonay3 aarsearad sa2do

“A>uadap uewny o} Juawue}sa) Suraow e
PIeM Ia)3e 51205 2ousIpnE 211 MOY 01 12501 os[e Jydiw ann ayJ, ‘pueq zzel siy
W sem sysiund() ay 1. se opn sy 23 03 pagdauuod st oqIN jdwes 1oqe]
i WY ajag v sypequUayQ — esado ue uo Sumnd sjjesar ‘uepIsnW e ‘OYIN

60¢ wmay jo saueuaWnood ajepdn uomp3 payy 808







FEDEBATION

Consulate General of Israel in New York
Consulate General of Bulgaria in New York
American Society for Yad Vashem
American Jewish Committee
American Sephardi Federation
Center for Jewish History

cordially invite you to attend the New York City premiere of

The Optimists: The Story of the Rescue of

the Bulgarian Jews from the Holocaust
A Castle Hill Productions Release

Followed by a discussion with special guests:
Bulgarian Ambassador Elena Poptodorova
Film Producer Jacky Comforty
Honorary Bulgarian Consul in New York Victoria Schonfeld

Please join us for this special evening of history, hope and learning, marking the 60
anniversary of the end of World War 1.

Monday, October 10, 2005
Program begins at 7:00 pm, followed by a discussion and reception

Center for Jewish History, 15 West 16" Street, New York City

Please RSVP by October 3rd by calling 212.499.5997 (Seating is limited)
www. TheOptimists.com

Presented in collaboration with
'The International Raoul Wallenberg Foundation





